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head of the coalition to which he himself was to succumb at Waterloo. Nor could the same Napoleon who prophesied, "Within a hundred years Europe will be Republican or Cossack/' foresee Bismarck, Sadowa and Sedan. Bismarck, who presided at Versailles over the conferences that resulted in the dismemberment of France, failed to perceive the logical consequence of his own vast designs, a Franco-Russian Alliance and a Triple Entente resolutely directed towards giving a more reasonable modern form to the perspicacious provisions embodied by Napoleon in the Treaty of Tilsitt. Nor did the same Bismarck, who said to Lord Salisbury in 1876 that the Eastern question was " not worth the bones of a Pomeranian grenadier," reflect that, by driving Austria-Hungary eastward down the Danube and towards the Balkans, in order to bring her face to face with the Cossack, he prepared the movement of Pan-Slavism which was soon to result in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 > rendered inevitable in 1878 the Congress of Berlin, whence Russia was to come forth humiliated, and the potential friend of Germany's mortal enemy; and created those new nationalities, the affiance of which a generation later was to stultify the efforts of the Powers to maintain the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, and to establish on the ruins of European Turkey a United States of Balkany.1
" Prevision of the past/' to use an ingenious phrase of M. Clemenceau, is not altogether beyond the powers of
1 On March 28, 1903, one of the leaders of the Bulgarian revolutionary committees for the organization of Macedonian autonomy, the orator and poet Mikhailowsky, told M. Maurice Kahn (vide Counters de Mactdoine, Cahiers de la Quinzaine, Aug. 1903), that the only way for the Balkan States to avoid falling under German protection was to form a Balkan federation. The Servians, Bulgarians, Rumanians and Greeks, he said, were less different than Bretons, Burgundians and Gascons. Dread of the foreigner had forced union on the Gallic tribes. The German peril would impose union on the Slav peoples. Six years later the Bulgarian poet's dream came true.